
Annual Letter 2009 

Starfish Country Home School Foundation 

Greetings to personal friends and to friends of the Starfish Country Home School. This is my annual 

letter about life and events at the Starfish Country Home School and Starfish Homes during 2009. 

Except for three weeks when I was back in the United States, I spent the entire year in Thailand or 

Cambodia. 

There are now three Starfish Homes. The Starfish Country Home School is at the original location 

outside Maetaeng in rural Chiangmai province. It currently has 33 residential Lisu or Hmong children 

and 17 local Thai students who come only during the school day. This year we added grade 4 to our 

free elementary school and next year will add grade 5. Following grade 6, however, we will have to 

decide whether we are going to operate our own high school or send them to a bilingual school in the 

city of Chiangmai. The Starfish Home in the city of Chiangmai has about 25 residential hill tribe 

children but also operates a free daycare program for kindergarten-aged children. There are about 36 

children in the daycare program. It also has the Starfish Girls program, which is a program for 

talented high school girls to prepare some of them for going to university. This year it also added the 

Starfish Juniors program wherein local elementary school-age children come on Saturdays to learn 

English and other subjects in combination with our residential children. Our third Starfish Home is 

located in Chiangrai near the Thai border with Burma. At this Starfish Home there are currently 10 

resident girls. Because the lease is expiring on the house we rented for this Starfish Home, we are 

now in the process of constructing our own facility in the north part of Chiangrai. This will permit us to 

expand the program. At the Chiangrai Starfish Home the manager is an Akha woman lawyer. 

Following completion of the new facility, we intend to start a legal aid program in the local villages. 

This program will, in particular, provide legal assistance to women and children living in abusive 

situations. We expect completion of the facility during April 2010. 

The Starfish Country Home School had its first audit by the Thai Education Ministry last spring. The 

auditor commented that this was the best school of its kind she had ever seen. It is unusual for any 

school to do so well during its first audit. Certainly credit goes to the managers, teachers and staff of 

the school. It remains the goal of the Starfish Country Home School to be the best school in northern 

Thailand and to have the most innovative teaching curriculum around. 

Much of my time this year was spent writing and revising the Thaiglish curriculum for the Starfish 

Country Home School. Thaiglish is a phonetic language that utilizes a combination of Thai letters and 

English letters to better represent the sound of the English word. The teaching of Thaiglish usually 

starts with a PowerPoint presentation for the vocabulary words as represented by a picture, the 

English word, the Thaiglish sound and the Thai translation. Vocabulary sets that have been 

developed include, for example, Animals, My Body, Clothing, and My House. There is also a set of 

Thaiglish books whose primary utility is the teaching of English reading and writing. We are now 

adding the spoken words and sentences, short videos, and sound effects to the vocabulary sets to 

make the PowerPoint Lessons multimedia presentations. The intent is to go well beyond teaching 

simply the English vocabulary word and its proper pronunciation and to give the student a better 

understanding of the wordôs meaning and, at the same time, to teach some concepts of science, 

geography, arts and other useful information. 



Part of the My Body Thaiglish Curriculum 

 



Last April I gave a talk about Thaiglish before about 500 administrators and teachers in Chiangmai. 

We have now established collaborations with four private schools to utilize Thaiglish for teaching 

English in a larger classroom setting. Eventually, we hope to see Thaiglish used in a wide range of 

classrooms in Thailand. We expect to establish a website and other means to distribute the Thaiglish 

curriculum and our special mathematics curriculum to schools in Thailand. In addition, a Cambodian 

woman is assisting me to convert the Thaiglish curriculum to Khmenglish (KhmerïEnglish) for use in 

teaching proper English to Cambodian children. 

Always the most interesting part of being at the Starfish Country Home School is to watch the children 

in their performances. This year was no exception. Most of the children in our elementary school 

study Western ballet and jazz with a Russian ballet school that is located in Chiangmai. Teachers 

from the school come to our site one day a week. Both the elementary school students and some of 

the kindergarten children study Thai dance on the weekends. This year the children did several 

performances of Mulan based on the movie. Arsama Tamee, a Lisu staff member, did all the 

choreography, training, music selection, costumes, and scenery for these performances, which last 

over one hour. Amee, the principal dancer, is now 10 years old and quite talented. On one evening 

performance, we sold tickets to parents and local people for as a benefit for the local center for 

handicapped people. The Starfish Country Home School Foundation matched the funds that were 

raised, which were about US $600. We sold tickets for all 150 available seats. The performance also 

marked the dedication of the Starfish Hall, which is our performing arts center. It is located in the 

Starfish Community Park, adjacent to the school. 

 

 

 
Amee as Mulan 
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Mulan at the Starfish Country Home School 

  

  

    

The year 2009 at the Starfish Country Home School ended with a big Christmas party attended by 

over 100 children from the three Starfish Homes, by the daycare students at the Chiangmai Starfish 

Home and by some of the Starfish Girls. Santa came too, of course. We repeated the performance of 

Mulan and all the older children present either danced or sang.  


