2010 Annual Letter of the Starfish Country Home School Foundation

It is time for the 2010 Starfish Country Home School Foundationé é&nnual Letter to personal friends
and friends of the Starfish Country Home School Foundation in Chiangmai Thailand.

The Starfish Country Home School Foundation is now completing its fifth year of activities in
Thailand. These include the Starfish Country Home School outside of Maetaeng, which is about 45
km (27 miles) north of the city of Chiangmai, the Starfish Home in the city of Chiangmai and the new
Starfish Home in Chiangrai, which is about 60 km from the northern border of Thailand and Burma.

As usual, we accepted about 10 new Hmong or Lisu students into our kindergarten (anubaan)
program at the rural free bilingual school. That gives us a total of 42 residential hill tribe students and
20 local day students from Thai families in three kindergarten classes and five primary school
classes. We will accept some additional students in April 2011 and expand to have a grade six class.
We accept only kindergarten students because our older students already speak some English and
are more advanced in mathematics and Thai language.
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We now have 32 resident students at the Starfish Home in the city of Chiangmai; however, there are
also 37 day students who attend our nursery and kindergarten classes there and the Chiangmai
Starfish Home also runs weekend programs for talented primary school children (Starfish Juniors)
and for older girls (Starfish Girls) to prepare them to attend university.
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Kindergarten and nursery students at the Chiangmai Starfish Home




At the Starfish Home in Chiangrai we currently have 16 Akha hill tribe girls, although we plan to
accept needy girls from other ethnic groups too. These girls all attend Thai public schools. The Akha
woman lawyer who manages that program also provides free legal aid to abused women and
children.

The girls and their manager at the Chiangrai Starfish Home

This year has been one of physical building of new facilities. On 27 November 2010 we held a
dedication of the new Starfish Home in Chiangrai. The dedication was attended by local dignitaries,
relatives of the girls, staff, friends and all the resident primary school children from the Chiangmai
Starfish Home and the Maetaeng Starfish Country Home School.



