
Starfish Country Home School Foundation 2011 Annual Letter 

Dear Friends, 

This is the annual letter of the Starfish Country Home School Foundation, which is sent to personal 

friends and friends of our programs. 

As most of you know, the Starfish Country Home School is a registered Thai foundation that is 

completely funded by the Richard P. Haugland Foundation, my American private foundation. The 

Starfish Country Home School Foundation and the Richard P. Haugland Foundation also fund external 

programs in Thailand, Cambodia and India. 

The principal operating projects of the Starfish Country Home School Foundation are the Starfish 

Country Home School, a free bilingual school for mostly Lisu and Hmong hill tribe children in rural 

Chiangmai province, the Starfish Homes in the city of Chiangmai and in Chiangrai and the new Starfish 

Home in Bangkok, which is a non-residential preschool program for children living in the Bangkok 

slums. 

This year is the first year that the Starfish Country Home School has had a complete kindergarten 

(anubaan) and primary school (pratom) program. All six of our grade six students were accepted to 

attend a bilingual high school (matayom) in the city of Chiangmai during the coming school year but will 

then have to live at the Starfish Home in the city. The Starfish Country Home School currently has 77 

students in three anubaan classes and six pratom classes. We will accept at least 12 new anubaan 

students for next school year but all are expected to be three or four years old because the anubaan 

students already here are too advanced in their studies for new students to be able to catch up. 

 

The Starfish Country Home School outside Maetaeng in Chiangmai province, Thailand. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

All of the students at the Starfish Country Home School in September 2011. 

The teaching faculty of the Starfish Country Home School. 


