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Welcome 

This is the first periodic newsletter for friends of the Starfish Country Home School Foundation in 

Chiangmai Thailand. The number of people who have expressed interest in our programs has 

continued to grow but it has been difficult to find time to update our Web site (www.schsf.org). 

Our Programs 

The Starfish Country Home School Foundation has two homes for needy children in Chiangmai 

province of northern Thailand. About 90% of the children are óhill tribeô children. Currently, almost 

all children are three to eight years old but it is our expectation that most will stay with us through 

high school then, if qualified, will be supported at university. Most of the children have at least one 

living parent but, in almost all cases the fathers are dead, in prison or have abandoned the 

mothers. The villages from which the children have come are 

often remote, relatively primitive and may not have any school 

or have a school that ends at grade six. Consequently, often 

the only option for an education of the hill tribe children is to 

send them to large government-sponsored boarding schools. 

We periodically accept new children, most of whom are three 

to five years old after visiting their current homes and 

determining that they are really needy without reasonable 

support from parents or other relatives.  

The Starfish Country Home School Foundation provides an 

attractive alternative for the care and education of these needy 

children. It sponsors the bilingual (multilingual) Starfish 

Country Home School for the children near Maetang, about 45 

km north of the city of Chiangmai, and the Starfish Home for 

children in the city of Chiangmai, at which the children go to 

regular Thai 

schools after 

completing their 

anubaan 

(kindergarten) at 

our site. We currently have about 28 children at each 

site. These are predominantly girls who often have 

fewer opportunities for schooling than boys and who 

seem to be considered more ñexpendableò or at risk 

by their relatives. 

The Starfish Country Home School Foundation provides free care and schooling for all the 

children, with exceptional facilities and an approximately one-to-one ratio of staff to children. It 

does not require or accept donations for its own programs and does not require any specific 

religious practice by its children. 

The Starfish Home in Chiangmai 

The Starfish Country Home School near Maetang 

An Akha house 

http://www.schsf.org/


The Curriculum and the Arts 

A principal objective of the Starfish Country Home School Foundation is to provide English 

language training at an early age to all of its resident children. The Starfish Country Home School, 

which is located at its country site, endeavors to become a bilingual Thai/English school and, at 

the same time, to preserve to some degree the original hill tribe language and culture of its 

children. At the Starfish Home in the city of Chiangmai the older children attend regular Thai-

language schools during the day but receive English lessons when with us. 

Beyond the language instruction, however, we seek to train and entertain the children in the arts, 

in particular in dance, singing and drawing. All the children at both sites study Thai dance and the 

older children in the country school study 

ballet with a professional dancer from the 

Chiangmai Ballet Company. Recently, all of 

the children of the Starfish Country Home 

School performed Snow White as a ballet. 

Asama Tameeh, a Lisu woman who previous 

to working with us had never seen a ballet, 

provided the choreography, staging, music 

and costumes. The children performed 

exceptionally well and Amee and Abae, the 

two eight-year-old Lisu children who 

performed the principal roles, have real talents 

both in dance and academically. 

In September the five children in our P2 (second 

grade) class including Amee and Abae will fly to 

Bangkok with Asama, our manager and principal 

Nanthaporn Seributra and me to see Swan Lake 

ballet performed by the National Ballet Company of 

Portugal. This, of course, will be the first time that 

any of the children will have flown or been to 

Bangkok. This trip will be combined with visits to 

some of the most important sites in the city and a 

boat trip on the Jao Phraya River. 

Our children in the city are particularly 

accomplished at drawing and those who now 

attend Thai schools routinely receive top awards for 

their artistic work. One of the Lahu boys also won a 

gold medal in his athletic competition. 

 

 

 

  

Snow White Ballet 

The principal dancers in Snow White 



Motherôs Day 2007 

I previously wrote a blog about Motherôs Day 2006 

(http://www.schsf.org/content/index.php?option=com_c

ontent&task=view&id=52&Itemid=14) and how the 

children at the Starfish Country Home School honor and 

entertain their mothers or grandmothers at this regular 

event. Motherôs Day 2007 has just finished and this year 

the children at the Starfish Country Home School 

performed Snow White for the mothers, a jazz dance 

and a song by the entire group of children.  

 

 

Following the performance, most of the children were able to go home with their relatives for five 

days. 

Parks 

Although the Starfish Home in the city of Chiangmai has attractive residential facilities, it lacked an 

adequate play ground, which is required for it to be registered as a childrenôs home. Consequently, 

earlier this year we acquired adjacent land and are just finishing its improvements including a 

swimming pool, playground, small football (soccer) pitch, sala (gazebo), bicycle path and gardens. 

The park will be opened to local children of similar ages to our children when accompanied by 

parents or older siblings. We have also started a free day care program at the Starfish Home for 

about 16 young children to permit their parents to work. 

We have also purchased an approximately eight rai (~3.2 acre) site adjacent to the Starfish 

Country Home School at our country site. This is now being improved as a neighborhood park for 

families. We expect to also create a pavilion for picnics and performing arts events plus a 

playground and football pitch. In the future this may be the site of our high school building but the 

children are far too young for that. However, in July 2007 we started construction of an over-sized 

pratom (elementary school) building on land adjacent to our current buildings. 

Thank you for your interest in our programs. 

Richard P. Haugland 

Honoring three mothers and two grandmothers at 
Mother's Day 2007 
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